Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 61 June 1968 choice for each tumour. As the author states in his preface, with this as a background the literature on chemotherapy can be evaluated and utilized more intelligently. The manual is highly recommended not for the library bookshelf but as a guide book and for constant reference. I G WILLIAMS Electrocardiography and Vectorcardiography by E Grey Dimond MD 4th ed pp xiii + 152 illustrated 62s 6d Boston: Little, Brown 1967 London: J & A Churchill This is an orthodox account of the fundamentals of electrocardiography and vectorcardiography. However, the amount of space devoted to consideration of basic principles seems disproportionate in a book which plans to give a reasonable understanding of electrocardiography for clinical purposes; 63 of the 146 pages of text are occupied by the introductory sections. The section on cardiac arrhythmias is particularly short. The number of additional facts which must be learned in order to appreciate vectorcardiograms in addition to scalar electrocardiograms is, of course, very considerable, and the value of introducing vectorcardiography at an early stage in teaching is not apparent. Although vectorcardiograms are illustrated and described throughout the clinical section of the book, there is little to suggest that they may be superior to ordinary electrocardiograms in clinical use. The book is lavishly produced and the text and line diagrams are admirably clear. It is a pity that some illustrations have been made from direct-writing records which have been damaged by heat or have pencil markings made on them by hand. The price of £3 2s 6d in this country must be regarded as expensive but the book can be recommended as a succinct account of conventional electrocardiography and will be useful reading for those who are beginning to be interested in the vectorcardiogram.
JOHN cation' and he has stressed on many occasions that his procedure must be strictly followed if good results are to be obtained. The place of injection in the treatment of varicose veins is a matter of opinion and some of the views stated in this book are controversial but there can be no doubt that, if the results of treatment in the outpatient department compare favourably with those following operative surgery, then the advantages of therapy which does not involve hospital admission are obvious. Professor Fegan claims that he has achieved such results and this book provides a convenient form of precise instruction for those wishing to carry out his method of 'compression sclerotherapy'. Two points are not dealt with in the text. The first concerns the total quantity of sclerosant which may be injected with safety. Secondly, there is no mention of the contraceptive pill, which is regarded by many as a contraindication to sclerotherapy. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press 1966 London: Oxford University Press Tilis book belongs to a genre, the anthology of papers around a theme, that is highly popular in the USA. Moreover, it is directed to specialist teachers and studentsconcerned with chronic disease and/or adult health programmes of' official health agencieswho scarcely exist over here. The reviewer thus has a sense almost of intrusion on a family reuniona prolific one it must be said, with close on 850 large doublecolumn pages and 600,000 words equivalent. The book reprints 75 papers on epidemiology, on causes and consequences, primary and secondary prevention, treatment facilities. 'Public health' in America usually is divorced from 'mental health' programmes, so there is no account of mental disorders; at any rate, no other explanation is given for the omission, which seems to be a contradiction of the epidemiological approach. The collection presents a great deal of interesting, important and valuable information. Some of it, e.g. an essential paper by Dr Rice on the economic costs of cancer and heart disease, is almost inaccessible over here. Several classics are reprinted, e.g. of Koos, McKinnon and Dorn. But there is a general air of flatness, probably inevitable when a committee compiles a book, and the thirteen linking-articles interspersed through it try hard to give it a personality.
